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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to because Fig. 14 has minor informalities: the text 
in the boxes 11103, 11105, 11110, 11107, 11112 needs to be corrected. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinct 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention V 

3. Claims 1 and 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 step of a circuit pattern extracting means the phrase "extracting a circuit 
pattern that contains a circuit element agreeing with a stored one" is not clear to which 
circuit pattern is "a stored one"; in a step of copying means the phrase "according to an 
operator's entry" is unclear to what applicant intend to mean. 

Claim 2 the phrase "which is selected based on the operator's entry" is unclear to 
what applicant intends to mean. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

^Sl^SifST 6 ° r de t H Cribed in 3 Printed pub "' cation in this or a forei 9 n countr y ° r in Public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

5. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Utan 
et al. (US Patent 5,586,335). 

As to claim 1 Utan et al. teaches a ladder circuit editing system for inputting and 
editing a sequence program for a program controller in the form of a ladder diagram, the 
ladder circuit editing system having an unavailable area in which at least one circuit 
pattern (common ladder diagram portion) that has been input is stored as shown on the 
Fig. 15 (col. 3, 11.1-10) and available area in which a new circuit pattern is stored, and 
successively inputting circuit patterns from the available area as shown on the Fig. 9, 
the ladder circuit editing system comprising: a circuit pattern extracting means for 
comparing a circuit element contained in a circuit pattern being stored in the available 
area with a circuit element contained in a circuit pattern stored in the unavailable area, 
and extracting a circuit pattern that contains a circuit element agreeing with a stored one 
as shown on the Fig. 6 extracting the circuit pattern (being stored in the available area) 
by using device part extraction (14) and device code conversion (16) along with ladder 
symbol part extraction (13) and operator extraction (11) (col. 1 , II.33-40) for comparison 
with common ladder diagram portion (from unavailable are) by using device comparison 
tabulator (5a) and ladder diagram section fetch (common ladder diagram portion from 
unavailable area) as shown on the Fig. 9; a display means for displaying the circuit 
pattern extracted by the circuit pattern extracting means on an input screen as shown 
on the Fig. 6 wherein the extracted data of circuit pattern fro available area is displayed 
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on the display device (25) after conversion in the screen display data conversion (19); a 
copying means for copying the circuit pattern extracted by the circuit pattern extracting 
means into the available area according to an operator's entry by ladder program writing 
device (3a) as depicted on the Fig. 9. 

As to claims 2-4 Utan et al. teaches the display means successively displays a 
plurality of circuit patterns extracted by the circuit pattern extracting means, and the 
copying means copies any circuit pattern, which is selected based on the operator's 
entry from among the plurality of successively displayed circuit patterns, into the 
available area (col. 9, II.35-46); the display means displays a previously selected circuit 
pattern as a top priority wherein displaying a plurality of devices in the sequence for 
controlling devices by programmable controller (col. 14, II.28-40); further comprising a 
selected circuit pattern address storage area in which the address of a previously 
selected circuit pattern is stored, and a replacing means for placing the address of a 
selected circuit pattern at the head of the selected circuit pattern address storage area, 
wherein the display means displays as a top priority the previously selected circuit 
pattern according to the order of addresses stored in the selected circuit pattern 
address storage area by creating the screen image table (Fig. 5A, Fig. 5B) for storing 
the addresses as the lines and columns positions identified by cursor of the blocks 
wherein the screen image table is displayed on the display device (25) (Fig. 6) (col. 2, 
H.47-67; col. 8, II.54-56); col. 10, 11.1-5). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Helen B Rossoshek whose telephone number is 703- 
305-3827. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S Smith can be reached on 703-308-1323. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-9318 for regular communications and 703-872-9319 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 

hr . . .... ^m^^m-^ 
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